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Community News Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579              Phone: 03 5457 2205  

Website: www.murrabit.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/whats-on-in-murrabit 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.   
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

Murrabit Community News 

Over 100 Aussie Day breakfasts were served at Murrabit 
for Australia Day 2026 as the hungry guests enjoyed the 
community spirit of sharing a meal in the cool of the early 
morning.  
Guest speaker for 2026 was Travis Collier. Travis told his 
story of growing up in Melbourne, moving to Kerang as a 
police officer in 2011 with wife Bree and 3 young girls. 
Thinking that they would only do a short stint in Kerang for 
18 months, Travis instantly became involved in 
community, particularly the Murrabit community thanks to 
an invitation to play footy for Murrabit he received when 
unpacking the removalist truck on his first day in Kerang! 
Travis and family loved the lifestyle so much that he is still 
here 15 years later and they have no plans to leave. Sport 
has always been a big part of Travis's life - after finishing 
his footy career for the Murrabit Blues, Travis went on to 
help out at netball, and not long after became President of 
the Murrabit Netball Club! He continues his love of sport 
by playing tennis and cricket for Murrabit whenever he 
can. Travis spoke of his involvement in the wider Murrabit 
community - on the Murrabit Advancement Association 
and through the Murrabit Market. One thing that has 
struck him over the years is the community spirit at 
Murrabit and how everyone works together to make 
Murrabit the best bit! 

Representative of the Murrabit & District Lions Club, Paul 
Madden, spoke of his love for the Murrabit community. He 
and his wife Lyn lived at Murrabit for 40 years (they once 
owned the Murrabit Bakery) before relocating to Barham. 
They continue to be heavily involved in the Murrabit 
community through Lions. Paul congratulated the 
community for prioritising Australia Day as an opportunity 
for the community to come together to celebrate what it 
means to be Australian. Cr. Ross Stanton announced the 
Gannawarra Citizen of the Year and Young Person of the 
Year award recipients as Cohuna resident, Graeme 
Peace and Kerang resident, Bylee Clingan. Thanks to the 
Lions Club volunteers for the delicious cooked breaky.  

Next Murrabit Market will be held on 7 March 2025. Variety 
of market stalls. Live music by Jimmy Johnson.  
Stall bookings via our website: www.murrabit.com.au/market 
or by phoning 5457 2205. 

https://murrabit.com.au/market/
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Murrabit Accessible Defib - 
Snake Bite Kit included 
A 24 hour accessible defib machine is 
mounted externally next to the kitchen 
door at the Murrabit Hall. 
This life saving machine is available to 
anyone in an emergency. 

Murrabit Recreation Reserve 
The Murrabit Recreation Reserve is managed by a DECCA 
appointed committee of management. Hiring enquiries to 
Terry Morton President 0409 692 630 or Stephen 
O’Donoghue Secretary 0418 577 238. 
Camping enquiries to Terry.  

MURRABIT MARKET CLEAN UP  ROSTER 2026 

March - Murrabit Fire Brigade 

April/Easter - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

May - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

June - Murrabit Crafty and Chatty Club 

July - Murrabit Playgroup 

Busy Bees of Murrabit 
 

Community owned and operated gift shop and visitor 
centre, Gonn Avenue, Murrabit (part of the Murrabit  
Market Office Complex). Open Murrabit Market mornings 
9am to 12:30pm. Keep up to date by giving our  Murrabit 
Promotions Facebook page a LIKE 

Murrabit Book club  
Murrabit Book Club is back for 2026! 
We had an interesting book to read over the Christmas 
break called The Perfect Storm. The book is based on true 
events involving the fishing boat called the Andrea Gail. 
The Andrea Gail was caught up in an event called a ‘perfect 
storm’ of 1991 while fishing in the North Atlantic Ocean. 
There were other boats lost as well but most of their crew 
were rescued but the Andrea Gail disappeared without a 
trace. 
We still have quite a few boxes of books left from Centre for 
Adult Education (CAE) to keep us reading for most of this 
year.  
There are no membership fees for joining the Murrabit Book 
Club.  
All you have to do is turn up and enjoy the company of oth-
er like-minded people who enjoy reading. 
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month  at 
8pm in member’s home.  
That member is responsible for supper.  
For more information contact Jeanette Coulter 
Phone: 5457 2331. 
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Men’s Shed is held 1:30pm to 4pm Sundays  
or feel free to join us for a cuppa and chat at 3pm 

The Men’s Shed sets up for each Murrabit Market - all 
welcome to come along and help out - meet at the Lions 
Park at 9am on the Friday morning - next set-up is Friday, 6 
March.  
We love having new people join us for any activities so 
please feel welcome to come along at anytime. 
Membership fees for the year are $35 to cover insurance 
costs and can be paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a 
Sunday.  
Contact: Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238. 
Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE 
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month 

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares 
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -  
8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall  
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)  
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)   
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD 
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service 
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also avail-
able. No bookings necessary. Tickets available from the 
driver and allow for free transport on Echuca buses whilst 
there.  
For more information, please call Public Transport Victoria 
on 1800 800 007. 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc 
Next meeting will be held on Monday, 16 March 2026 
7:30pm at the Murrabit Men’s Shed.  
The MAA runs the Murrabit Country Market, oversees the 
implementation of the Murrabit & District Community Plan 
and helps support community connections through the 
production of this monthly newsletter, the What’s on in 
Murrabit Facebook page, and supporting existing and new 
community programs, events and activities.   
The committee is made up of representatives from all 
Murrabit community groups. Feel free to come along to the 
meeting if you would like to contribute to making Murrabit an 
even better place to live and visit. 
Enquiries to murrabit1@bigpond.com or phone 5457 2205. 

 

20-22 March 2026 

 Friday 
*Arrive at Murrabit 
*Registrations Murrabit 
Complex 
*7pm tea Murrabit 
Complex 
*Camping Murrabit Rec 
Reserve 

 Saturday 
*Breakfast from 6am 
*Fishing from 8am to 6pm 
*Lunch delivered to the 
water 
*7pm tea Murrabit Complex 
*Major draw 
*Camping at Murrabit Rec 
Reserve 

 Sunday 
*Breakfast from 6am 
*Fishing from 8am to 
11am 
*12pm BBQ lunch 
Murrabit Complex 
*Fishing results and 
presentations 
 

www.murrabitcodchallenge.com.au 
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Save the Date 
The 100th Anniversary of the Murrabit Bridge over 

the Murray River will be held on the weekend of 4-5 July 

2026. There are some projects being completed in 

readiness for this event. More details to come. 

The Junior Girls has also been completed with Eliza 
McDonald being crowned champ by defeating Charlotte 
Keath.  Great work by both girls (pictured below). 

The Men’s and Boys will be completed in the next week 
with a battle of the brothers in the final of the boys champs 
between Drew and Evan McNeil and the Men’s finals is to 
be played by Simon Morton and Shaun Davey. 

Easter will be here before we know it and entries are now 
open for the Easter Tournament, to be played on Good 
Friday and Easter Saturday, 3 and 4 April. The tournament 
is the big event for our club, drawing out-of-town players to 
Murrabit for the weekend. After high entry numbers last 
year, we have added some extra divisions this year and 
look forward to running with the new grading. 

Get your partners ready, costumes sorted and entries in for 
the 79

th
 annual Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club Easter 

Tournament. 

Go Murrabit!  Ang Morton– President 

Tennis News 
It has been a busy few weeks at the Tennis Club and we 
are all fired up for the finals.  
We missed a couple of weeks play in January, due the 
heat-rule forcing tennis to be called off, as well as a bye 
on another week. So, we feel like we have arrived at the 
finals a little too soon! 
We are so pleased to see our juniors make it through to 
the finals. Although we have won the junior premiership 
the last 2 years, our little team this year mostly consists 
of first year players. They are a great little team of hard 
working kids who put 100% into their tennis every week.  
From the coaching sessions with Shaun earlier in the 
season, they have all improved and are ready to take on 
the undefeated Barham team this Saturday. Good luck 
to Evan, Eliza, Pippy, Stella, Dwight, Will, Gus, Maya 
and Keira. 
Our Division 1 team is also heading into finals.  We will 
take on Gunbower who are always tough opposition and 
great to play. Good luck to the team of Sally, Carolyn, 
Sara, Jo, Jen, Ang, Tim, Bernie, Simon, Shaun, Leigh 
and Chris. 
Club Championships have been running for the month of 
February.  We continue to run this each year as it is an 
important part of the club’s history. The Ladies final was 
a great battle between our top two ladies with Sally 
McDonald defeating Carolyn Nixon in a nail-bitting tie-
breaker (pictured below). 
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Hall News 

A community meal at 

Murrabit is on again! Thanks 

to the generosity of our local 

Crafty and Chatty Group (and 

a few mates that they have 

roped in, a community meal 

will start up on Wednesday 

25 February, and it’s terrific that there is already 40 people 

booked in! They are all marvellous cooks so I reckon that 

the meals will be better than ever! And it’s still only $12 for 

a 2-course meal (main and sweets). Bookings are essential 

(See separate flyer for details).  

Thanks to the amazing group (Jeanette Coulter, Kyie 

Leahy, Sharon McCalman, Narelle O’Donoghue , Jodie 

Hartley, Ang, Belle & Pippy Morton) for providing 

Devonshire teas at the January and February markets. We 

were all thrilled by its success as the Hall morning teas are 

such an important part of our market make-up.  

The Kerang Neighbourhood House will take over the 

Market morning teas at the March market. We are 

delighted to welcome them and wish them all the best. 

A big thank you to Scott McNeil and to Gannawarra Shire 

for getting repair works done so quickly  to the Hall power 

lines on the Friday before the February market. Without 

their quick response we could easily have been without 

power for the Hall, the Lions Club and the coffee van on 

market day, which would have been a bit of a disaster! 

The Hall is available for hire and is a perfect venue for a 

wide range of functions, day or evening, and is extremely 

well-equipped. To hire the Hall or for more information, 

contact Neil Hopkins (President) 0490 830 641 or Jeanette 

Coulter (Sec/Treas) 0458 572 331.   

Have a great month everyone! 

Hum n Strum Update 
Well, it’s terrific to be back into music for 2026!  

After running through some of our playlist, over 170 

songs, for the first couple of weeks, we headed to 

Glenarm for our first performance of the year.  

It was the biggest crowd we have had there and even 

though we had 5 of our usual group missing, we were 

making some mighty good music and everyone had a 

great time singing, tapping and clapping along. Maggie 

Jobling’s special sound effects are becoming more 

extensive and entertaining with every outing!   

Our next performance is at Murrayhaven in March. We 

are really looking forward to returning as they are such 

a fantastic audience in there! 

If you are interested in music you might like to join 

us. Our regular get-togethers are very informal and 

good fun. We meet each Wednesday at the Murrabit 

Golf Club from 2 - 4pm and we are always happy for 

new people to join in. You can come for the whole time 

or just a part of it. You don’t have to play an 

instrument, you just have to like music! And if you’re 

interested in performing, we also play once a month at 

different spots around the district.  

You are welcome to just come along or if you would like 
to know a bit more, contact Neil Hopkins 0490 830 641. 

Lions Club News 
Have you thought about joining 

Lions?   

Murrabit Lions is a very friendly, 

welcoming group. We are all about 

friendship and helping our community.  

Our Club is very much a local community club with our 

efforts focussed on helping local people and groups.  

If you are new to the district or are interested in 

becoming involved in Lions and helping our community, 

please contact: 

Membership Chairman: Bill Hazen Ph: 5457 2213  

or President Neil Hopkins Ph: 0490 830 641 

WANTED TO RENT 
Due to our rental property coming up for sale, our ex-

cellent, long term local tenants are looking for a home 

to rent in the area. 

If you can help, please contact:  

Jenny Evans 0457 801 883  
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Fish Release 
The Murrabit Cod Challenge recently released 
approximately 6,500 Murray Cod Fingerlings and 4,000 
Golden Perch Fingerlings at the Murrabit boat ramp. 
This was funded by Murrabit Cod Challenge/ Murrabit 
Football-Netball Club in conjunction with grant funding 
from the New South Wales Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development Fisheries Grant 
Program. 
The release all went well with help from local fishing guru 
Neil “Hoppy” Hopkins who assisted the release. 
Thanks to Leigh from Tara Hatcheries for his assistance 
growing the fingerlings and 
delivering them, he was very 
accommodating throughout the 
process. 
We see this being a benefit to 
the town and our fishing 
competition into the future, we 
will look at securing some more 
funding next year to see our part 
of the river thriving with fish. 

Murrabit Football Netball Club News 
As the season fast approaches, there is plenty of 
excitement around Murrabit Football Netball Club as we 
enter our first year in a new league. While the 
competition may be new, we remain the same strong, 
proud and family-orientated club, ready to take on the 
challenge.  
Before the season kicks off, our two major fundraisers 
will get underway. The Murrabit Cod Challenge is 
already sold out and will be held on the mighty Murray 
River from 20–22 March. Following its huge success last 
year, the Murrabit Rodeo returns on Saturday 28 March, 
promising a fantastic afternoon and night of 
entertainment for the whole family.  
Our senior football side has welcomed Rick Ladson to 
the Assistant Coach position, who will work alongside 
returning Senior coach Jack Shannahan. We’ve picked 
up some quality new recruits who will add strength and 
depth to an already committed group. Things are again 
looking strong over at the netball. Talented juniors are 
continuing to rise through the ranks, complemented by 
some impressive new recruits. We’re also pleased to 
have the talented Emelia Shannahan returning as A 
Grade Coach.  
Whether you’re new to the community or a local, we 

welcome one and all to trainings on Thursday nights and 

to support and cheer on our teams each Saturday. We’re 

looking forward to a big year ahead and can’t wait to see 

what this year has in store. 

Submitted by Grace Gillingham 

Vale Bob Richards 
Robert Edward “Bob” Richards APM (Australian Police 
Medal) passed away on 8 January 2026, aged 87. After a 
distinguished career in the police force, working in the 
motorcycle division as well as the Geelong and Bendigo 
CIB (Complaints Investigation Branch), Bob and Eunice 
retired to Murrabit. They built  a home on the Murray River, 
loving the area after Bob spent time carrying out police 
surveillance on the Murrabit Bridge, during a time of 
interstate cattle theft, and drug surveillance on the Murray 
River at Myall. Bob played tennis for Murrabit and was 
President and Treasurer during his time with the 
club.  Eunice was involved in golf at Murrabit. They moved 
to Bendigo for health reasons, but at his funeral his family 
mentioned that he loved  his time at Murrabit and was the 
happiest they had ever seen him. 
 
Judi Ficken. 
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Murrabit Group 
School News 
It has been busy but 
productive start to the school 
year at Murrabit Group School. 
We welcomed three new 
students, Finn Murray and 
Riyan Sandhu in Prep and Jai 
Barry in Grade 6. All three are 
enjoying what Murrabit Group 
School has to offer.  

We also welcomed back Ms Bath who is team teaching 
in P-3 with Mrs Bartels. They make a great team. The 
students have been busy learning their classroom 
routines, and settling into their daily literacy and 
numeracy blocks.  
The Grade 5/6 students wrote speeches and presented 
them to students, staff and some parents. They were 
applying for the Leadership Roles within the school. 
Their speeches were very planned, as they told the 
students about themselves, what they qualities they 
possessed as leaders and what they could do for the 
school as leaders. Our 2026 School Leaders are: 
School Captains: Riley Danson & Emily Murray 
Sports Captains: Huey Hein & Kiera McNeil 
Bus Captain: Brax Maclean  Bus Vice Captain: Brandon 
Thomas 
Library Monitors: Jade Lavey & Jai Barry 
Assembly Coordinators: Moppy Pappin & Daniel Ilsley 

Our State Member of Parliament, Mr Peter Walsh, will 
be presenting our student leaders with their badges on 
23 February at 12:30pm 

Colour our Town Mural Project 
We are excited to announce that we have secured a North 
Central Catchment Management Authority’s Nature-led 
Community Recovery Grant for local artist, Paul Oswin, to 
paint a river and native flora/fauna scene on the toilet block 
next to our community park. The first workshop occurred 
last week around the questions: 
1). What do you love about the Murray River and local 
waterways?:  
2). What birds do you see around our local waterways? 
3). What native animals do you observe in the natural 
environment around Murrabit & District?  

Similar workshops will be held 
with different groups over the 
coming weeks so that lots of 
community members, or all ages, 
can be involved in the project. 
If you would like to contribute, 
email your answers to the 3 
questions to: 
murrabit1@bigpond.com or pop 
your answers on a piece of paper 
and post through the mail slot in 
the office door next to the 
community garden.  
 
Meanwhile, Paul has completed 
another mural panel in town to 
brighten up a previously drab wall 
behind our new community 
garden (pictured right). 

Our Swimming Program was in Weeks 2 and 3 and it was 
fantastic to see the enthusiasm of all students. The children 
were placed in levels, based on ability, and it was great to 
see the improvement of all swimmers, from those who grew 
in water confidence through to those who improved their 
stroke technique and stamina. The Cluster Swimming 
Sports against Koondrook, Gunbower and Leitchville will 
occur on Friday 27 February at the Koondrook. Two 
students competed in the Mallee Zone Swimming Sports, 
Jade Lavey and Keira McNeil. Both excelled in the 11 years 
age group, with Jade winning the freestyle and coming 
2

nd
 in the backstroke. Keira won the breaststroke and came 

3
rd

 in the freestyle. Both girls were in freestyle and medley 
relay teams together and won those events. A brilliant 
effort. They will now compete in the Regional Sports in 
Swan Hill in March. 
On 16 February, we were involved in a program called 
“Habitat Warriors”. This was a hands on program where the 
students visited the Wirro-lo wetlands at Vistarini Road, 
Murrabit West. They planted native plants to revegetate 
sites and maintain plantings. Despite the heat, the children 
had a fantastic afternoon. Students will monitor this area, 
with another visit in April and in upcoming years. 
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MURRABIT NEWSLETTER DETAILS  
If you are not already receiving this free community 
newsletter via email, please send us your email address 
so that we can add you to our email list.  
Newsletter is also available from our website:  
www.murrabit.com.au/murra-bit-a-news 
Deadline for articles for the next edition is: 
WEDNESDAY, 18  MARCH 2026.  
Information can be emailed to murrabit1@bigpond.com, 
delivered or posted through our door.  
Community interest info is free. Advertise from $10.  
Produced by volunteers. All articles are to be provided in 
Word format or high resolution picture files. 

Murrabit & District Heritage Group Inc 
Next meeting will be held on  Monday, 9 March 2026 at the 
Market Office. All welcome. Supper provided. Our focus at 
present is the 100th anniversary celebration of the Murrabit 
Bridge being planned for 4 and 5 July 2026. 

https://murrabit.com.au/murra-bit-a-news/
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Murrabit Playgroup News 
For the first 2026 playgroup session Jeanette came along 

and read the book ‘Russell the Sheep’ by Rob Scotton. 

Russell is a sheep that has trouble falling asleep. Perhaps 

he needs it to be dark for him to sleep. But he is scared of 

the dark. Perhaps he is too hot, perhaps not, he soon 

learns that sleeping is easier said than done. After all that 

fails, Russell attempts to count things to help him fall 

asleep. He counts his feet, the stars, all "6 hundred million 

billion and ten" of them but is still wide awake. He then 

decides to count sheep...and we all know what happens 

then...Russell finally falls asleep Zzzzz. We then made 

our own Russells out of paper plates! 

It’s been lovely to welcome a new family to playgroup, Eli 

Steel and his mum, Jaicey. Eli has fitted right in.  

Playgroup is a great way to meet others and for children 

to play and learn together in a safe environment.  

Gold coin donation includes a cuppa and morning tea. 

President of Murrabit Playgroup is Nathan Hocking and 

Secretary/Treasurer Olivia O’Donoghue. 

Email: murrabitplaygroup@gmail.com  

Upcoming playgroup sessions: Monday, 2 March and 

Monday, 16 March, 9:30am to 11:30am, Murrabit Family 

Hub (opposite Murrabit Trading). 
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Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates, 

Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage supplies, Fuel, Oils, 

Pet food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs, 

Irrigation & much, much more. 

Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  

Specialising in  

Irrigation layout,  

Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 

Ph. Andrew  

5457 2368 or  

0408 500 875 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 

5457 0304   

0419 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 

Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit  

0408 500 988  

Licence no:  

VIC - 12893    

NSW - 215064C 

Murrabit Business Directory 
Advertise your business on this page for $10 for a small 

ad or $15 for a larger ad (quarter page), $30 half page. 

Send details to murrabit1@bigpond.com 

0428 194 984                                                      

2.5t Excavator 

Ditch Witch Trencher 

Bobcat 

Tip Trailer 

Small tractor work - slashing, ground work 

Small square hay cutting & baling 

General farm/home maintenance & handyman 

work. Mustering & Fencing 

Your One Stop 

Shop 

 

 


