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Community News Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579              Phone: 03 5457 2205  

Website: www.murrabit.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/whats-on-in-murrabit 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.   
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

Murrabit Community News 

After a couple of good rainfall events, we have said 
goodbye to summer and look forward to some lovely 
Autumn weather. The March Murrabit Market was a great 
success with lots of visitors enjoying the Victorian Labour 
Day long-weekend. A coach load from Melbourne came 
along. They thoroughly enjoyed singing and dancing 
along to the live music by Jimmy Johnson and were last 
seen playing card games under the broadcast shelter! 
The great weather continued for the annual Murrabit Cod 
Challenge, which was another sell out event. 
This month’s community meal is Wednesday 25 March - 
booking details on page 3 and Sharon would love to hear 
from you if you would like to help with the meal prep. 
Also coming up is the Murrabit Rodeo at the Recreation 
Reserve. The main event starts 3pm Saturday 28 March. 
One week later is our Easter Murrabit Market - hopefully 
the good weather continues! Live music by Kim Ritchie, 
Free Easter themed children activities and Northern 
District Community Health is kindly lending us their Giant 
Games for the day. AND of course Easter Bunny will be 
roving around the market site looking for photo 
opportunities and handing out delicious chocolate treats!  
79th annual Murrabit Easter Tennis Tournament will be 
held on Good Friday and Easter Saturday. Reminder that 
daylight savings ends on Sunday 5 April 2026.  
Pictured below - Murrabit Cod Challenge - boats lined 
up at Murrabit Boat Ramp and crowd at Murrabit 
Recreation Reserve. 

UPCOMING MURRABIT MARKET 

4 APRIL 2026 - EASTER SATURDAY 

Stallholder bookings to www.murrabit.com.au/market  

or phone (03) 5457 2205. 
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Murrabit Accessible Defib - 
Snake Bite Kit included 
A 24 hour accessible defib machine is 
mounted externally next to the kitchen 
door at the Murrabit Hall. 
This life saving machine is available to 
anyone in an emergency. 

Murrabit Recreation Reserve 
The Murrabit Recreation Reserve is managed by a DECCA 
appointed committee of management. Hiring enquiries to 
Terry Morton President 0409 692 630 or Stephen 
O’Donoghue Secretary 0418 577 238. 
Camping enquiries to Terry.  

MURRABIT MARKET CLEAN UP  ROSTER 2026 

April/Easter - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

May - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

June - Murrabit Crafty and Chatty Club 

July - Murrabit Playgroup 

August - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

Murrabit Book club  
There are no membership fees for joining the Murrabit Book 
Club. All you have to do is turn up and enjoy the company 
of other like-minded people who enjoy reading. 
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month  at 
8pm in member’s home. That member is responsible for 
supper. For more information contact Jeanette Coulter-
Phone: 5457 2331. 

Hall News 

Did you know that the Murrabit 
Hall was originally on the road 
to Benjeroop? Mr Bennett and 
Mr Morrison both offered to 
donate an acre of land for the 
hall, and as Mr Bennett’s offer 
was accepted, the hall was 
built on the corner of Dawe 
Road and officially opened in 

1912. The hall was about 5 metres shorter than it is now. 
The original tender to build the hall was 295 pounds ($560 
dollars). A concert and ball was held to celebrate the 
occasion and men were expected to wear gloves to 
preserve the ladies’ fine dresses!  
There are stacks of great stories around our hall that were 
celebrated as part of the Hall Stories production held at the 
hall in 2025 with renowned comedian and storyteller 
Damien Callinan. As 3 November 2026 is the 100

th
 

anniversary of the hall being on its current site, we will 
share more interesting snippets throughout this year. 
The first ever community meal, cooked by community for 
community, was a fantastic success in February. A crowd of 
45 people enjoyed the delicious meal coordinated by the 
Murrabit Crafty & Chatty Group who were well supported by 
a crew of helpers with set up, preparing the vegetables, 
wash up and pack up. The next community meal is on 
Wednesday 25 March. Bookings are essential (see flyer on 
page 3 of this newsletter for further information). 
The Kerang Neighbourhood House took over the Market 
morning teas in the Hall at the March market. According to 
manager Claire, they all had a terrific time and a successful 
morning. 
The Hall is available for hire and is a perfect venue for a 
wide range of functions, day or evening, and is extremely 
well-equipped.  
To hire the Hall or for more information, contact Neil 
Hopkins (President) 0490 830 641 or Jeanette Coulter 
(Secretary Treasurer) 0458 572 331.   

Have a great month everyone! 

ANZAC DAY - Saturday 25 April 2026 

Service 10:30am - Murrabit Hall 

Community Lunch 11:30 

(Back of Murrabit Hall) 
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Men’s Shed is held 1:30pm to 4pm Sundays  
or feel free to join us for a cuppa and chat at 3pm 

The Men’s Shed sets up for each Murrabit Market - all 
welcome to come along and help out - meet at the Lions 
Park at 9am on the Friday morning - next set-up is Friday, 3 
April.  
We love having new people join us for any activities so 
please feel welcome to come along at anytime. 
Membership fees for the year are $35 to cover insurance 
costs and can be paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a 
Sunday.  
Contact: Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238. 
Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE 
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month 

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares 
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -  
8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall  
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)  
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)   
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD 
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service 
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also avail-
able. No bookings necessary. Tickets available from the 
driver and allow for free transport on Echuca buses whilst 
there.  
For more information, please call Public Transport Victoria 
on 1800 800 007. 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc 
Next meeting will be held on Monday, 27 April 2026 
7:30pm at the Murrabit Men’s Shed.  
The MAA runs the Murrabit Country Market, oversees the 
implementation of the Murrabit & District Community Plan 
and helps support community connections through the 
production of this monthly newsletter, the What’s on in 
Murrabit Facebook page, and supporting existing and new 
community programs, events and activities.   
The committee is made up of representatives from all 
Murrabit community groups. Feel free to come along to the 
meeting if you would like to contribute to making Murrabit an 
even better place to live and visit. 
Enquiries to murrabit1@bigpond.com or phone 5457 2205. 

Murrabit Lions 
It’s a busy time for the Murrabit & District 
Lions Club. We will be helping out again at 
the Murrabit Rodeo and a week later we 
will be back again for the Easter Market. 
Don’t forget our stall when you attend the 

Murrabit Market. We serve delicious egg & bacon 
sandwiches, hot dogs, hot chips, dim sims, marinated 
chicken sandwiches and hot and cold drinks. All our profits 
are distributed back to several local community groups. 
The Murrabit Lions Club is very proud to host the annual 
ANZAC Day service and community luncheon on 25 April. 
After our recent working bee, the roses at the cenotaph are 
really coming to life and the whole area looks a picture. The 
ANZAC Day service starts at 10.30am in the hall, moves to 
the cenotaph and concludes with the community lunch at 
the Lions kitchen behind the hall. Our guest speaker this 
year will be Ali Bohn. Everyone is welcome. 
Have you thought about joining Lions? Murrabit Lions is a 

very friendly, welcoming group. We are all about friendship 

and helping our community. Our Club is very much a local 

community club with our efforts focussed on helping local 

people and groups. If you are new to the district or are 

interested in becoming involved in Lions and helping our 

community, please contact our President Neil Hopkins on 

0490 830 641. 

Murrabit & District Heritage Group Inc 
Next meeting will be held on  Monday, 11 May 2026 at the 
Market Office. All welcome. Supper provided. Our focus is 
the 100th anniversary celebration of the Murrabit Bridge 
being planned for 4 and 5 July 2026. 
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The kids have had a great season. Some of our older kids 
(who were still eligible for juniors) played in the seniors and 
this made room for the younger ones and some new 
players. So, to have such a strong season was credit to 
them. Well done kids, we look forward to seeing you star 
again next season. 
The last of the Club Championships were played during the 
month. Well done to everyone who participated in the club 
champs, it is great to see this well supported as it is a very 
important part of our club history. 
Simon Morton was again crowned the Men Club Champion 
by defeating Shaun Davey in the final. In the battle of the 
brothers for the Junior Boy Champion Evan McNeil was 
able to defeat Drew. 
Congratulations to our Club Champions for 2026-03-15  
Men’s – Simon Morton 
Ladies – Sally McDonald 
Junior Boy – Evan McNeil 
Junior Girl – Eliza McDonald 

Although the season is done we still have our main event 
to come, the Murrabit Easter Tournament, which will be 
played on Good Friday and Easter Saturday, 3 and 4 April.  
The tournament is the big event for our club, drawing out-of
-town players to Murrabit for the weekend. After high entry 
numbers last year, we have added some extra divisions 
this year and look forward to running with the new grading. 
Entries are now open. Get your partners ready, costumes 
sorted and entries in for the 79

th
 Annual Murrabit Lawn 

Tennis Club Easter Tournament. 
Go Murrabit!  Ang Morton– President 

Tennis News - Premiers 2026! 
We did it! What a way to finish the 25/26 season!   

A huge congratulations to our Division 1 team for taking 
home the Premiership in a great battle against Kerang.  
Well done to the winning combination of Simon Morton, 
Leigh Whelan, Shaun Davey, Bernie Monaghan, Tim 
McNeil, Sally McDonald, Carolyn Nixon, Ang Morton, 
Jenny Nethercote and Sara McNeil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day started off with 4 close sets. Simon and Leigh 
and Sally and Carolyn were both able to win 6-4, with 
Ang and Jen and Shaun and Bernie having close 7-5 
loses. This made it even after the first round of sets.  
Round two gave us a few more comfortable wins with a 
6-4 from Simon and Shaun, a 6-1 from Leigh and Bernie 
and a 6-4 from Sal and Ang. In the third round a couple 
more handy wins from the ladies with a 6-1 from Ang 
and Carolyn and a 6-3 from Sal and Jen; and a nice 6-3 
win from Simon and Bernie. 
This gave us a strong lead heading into the last round, 
the mixed, with the Ladies leading 31 to 25 and the 
Men’s winning 33 to 25. 
We thought we were comfortable until Leigh sustained 
an injury in his mixed and although he tried to play on, 
Ang convinced him to forfeit the set.  Things could have 
got a bit close, but with our killer number 1 mixed pair 
Simon and Sally coming off with a 6-1 win, we were safe 
and sound for the win. 
It was a great day and a massive team effort.  Division 1 
Premierships don’t come along often and it was a huge 
thrill to win. Well done to the team, the club and all our 
supporters. So proud! 
In the previous week, we played the semi-finals in 
Kerang. Division one won nicely against Gunny to give 
us the ticket through to the Grand Final. 
Our junior team took on Barham in the semi-finals. This 
was always going to be as tough battle for our young 
side but it was a very close match only losing by 9 
games at the end of the day. 

MURRABIT NEWSLETTER DETAILS  
If you are not already receiving this free community 
newsletter via email, please send us your email address so 
that we can add you to our email list.  
Newsletter is also available from our website:  
www.murrabit.com.au/murra-bit-a-news 
Deadline for articles for the next edition is: 
WEDNESDAY, 15  APRIL 2026.  
Information can be emailed to murrabit1@bigpond.com, 
delivered or posted through our door.  
Community interest info is free. Advertise from $10.  
Produced by volunteers. All articles are to be provided in 
Word format or high resolution picture files. 

https://murrabit.com.au/murra-bit-a-news/
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Hum n Strum Update 
We performed to a packed house at Murrayhaven 
during March. It had been quite a while since our last 
visit so everyone was ready and keen for a big show 
and lots of fun! We had a fantastic afternoon, they are 
such a great crowd over at Murrayhaven. Residents, 
staff, visitors, and whoever is passing by! 
Our next performance is at the W.D. Thomas Day 
Centre in Kerang on 15 April. 
We have added a couple of golden oldies to our song 
list recently – Cliff Richard’s Summer Holiday and 
Tiptoe Through the Tulips by Tiny Tim which always 
gives us a good laugh, with Marg Burdon doing an 
amazing Tiny Tim impersonation! 
We have been delighted to welcome another new 
member, Rich Bemelen, to our group in the past few 
weeks. Rich has an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
Australian music–and plays a mean tambourine as well!  
So if you are interested in music you might like to join 
us. Our regular get-togethers are very informal and 
good fun. We meet each Wednesday at the Murrabit 
Golf Club from 2 - 4pm and we are always happy for 
new people to join in. You can come for the whole time 
or just a part of it. You don’t have to play an instrument, 
you just have to like music! And if you are interested in 
performing, we also play once a month at different 
spots around the district.  
You are welcome to just come along or if you would like 
to know a bit more, contact Neil Hopkins 0490 830 641. 

Busy Bees of Murrabit 
 

Community owned 
and operated gift shop 
and visitor centre, 
Gonn Avenue, 
Murrabit (part of the 
Murrabit  Market 
Office Complex). 
Open Murrabit Market 
mornings 9am to 
12:30pm. Keep up to 
date by giving our  
Murrabit Promotions 
Facebook page a 
LIKE 
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Murrabit Group School 
Students were busy during February participating in our 
swimming program at the Kerang Swimming Pool. This 
culminated in the Murray Plains Cluster Swimming Sports 
where our whole school competed against Leitchville PS, 
Gunbower PS and Koondrook PS. It was a fantastic day 
and the students did their very best, had great fun, and 
encouraged each other throughout the day. We did well 
enough to win the Shield again. Two students, Keira 
McNeil and Jade Lavey, have gone further and 
participated in the Mallee Zone Championships in Swan 
Hill, winning their breaststroke and freestyle respectively. 
They were also in the same relay teams, both medley and 
freestyle, and were successful in these. At the Loddon 
Mallee Regional Championships, Keira and Jade again 
acquitted themselves very well, finishing in the top three in 
both individual and relay events. A wonderful effort. 
The students have been focusing on their curriculum 
programs, with staff prioritising Literacy and Numeracy, 
with NAPLAN testing taking place for the Grade 3 & 5 
students. The Specialist programs are underway, with 
MARC (Library), MACC (Art), Italian and Music (Mrs 
Jones), as well as Science (Miss Bath) and PE (Mr 
Monaghan). The students are kept busy with this diverse 
curriculum. 
This week the Junior School Council met and are excited 
about putting together some activities for all the students in 
the school. Our Junior School Council consists of all 
students in Grade 4-6 plus a representative from Grade P-
3. Some of their ideas include a Colour Run, a special day 
at the Kerang Pool, a Sleepover, a fun day, and a sports 
clinic. All great ideas. The students in grade 6 will get the 
opportunity to further their leadership skills when they 
attend a GRIP Leadership Conference in Term 2 which is 
for Student Leaders and is held in Bendigo. 
Our Grade 5 and 6 students are excited about going to 

Cottage By the Sea next week which is a Cluster Camp at 

Queenscliff. They should have a great time. 

Our School Captains, Riley Danson and Emily Murray, 
made delicious slushies for the students. They were a big 
hit at the end of a hot day (pictured below). 

 

Have your Say: Gannawarra Thriving 
Together Plan 

The draft Thriving Together 2026–2030 – a plan for a 
diverse, inclusive and resilient Gannawarra, outlines 
Gannawarra Shire Council’s commitment to strengthening 
community connection, equity, wellbeing and resilience. 
Funded by the Victorian and Commonwealth 
Governments through the Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA) following the 2022 floods, the plan 
acknowledges the significant impact of natural disasters 
on rural communities and highlights the importance of 
social inclusion and connectedness in supporting 
recovery from adverse events. 
The plan outlines Council’s commitment to ensuring every 
resident feels valued, welcomed, safe and connected, 
while also meeting Council’s requirement to develop and 
implement a Disability Action Plan, 
The plan builds on the achievements of Council’s Social 
Inclusion Strategy 2019–2023, which included the 
installation of three All Abilities Play Spaces in Kerang, 
Cohuna and Koondrook, a Changing Places facility at 
Atkinson Park in Kerang, and improved disability parking 
and footpaths as part of streetscape upgrades. 
Council also became a National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) provider to ensure local access to 
disability services. During this time, Council grew the local 
disability workforce, with the service and workforce 
ultimately transitioning to another local provider in 2023. 
The draft Thriving Together plan has been informed by 
feedback gathered through three community engagement 
activities: the review of the Social Inclusion Strategy 2019
–2023, development of the Gannawarra Shire Council 
Plan 2025–2029 and 2040 Community Vision, and the 
six‑month Let’s Talk About the Weather program. 
Insights from more than 1,100 residents across these 
initiatives are reflected in the plan’s strategies and 
actions, which focus on five priority areas: Welcoming and 
Connecting Communities; Improving Accessibility; 
Embracing and Valuing Diversity; Keeping the Community 
Informed; and Supporting Emergency Preparedness and 
Resilience. 
“As we have seen during times of drought, floods and 
other adverse events, our residents come together to 
support one another,” Mr Rollinson said. 
“However, our community has also told us there are key 
priorities that Council can lead and support to better 
address the compounding impacts of adverse events, 
particularly the impact these events have on our small, 
agriculture‑dependent communities. 
“Alongside investments in emergency preparedness, 
the Thriving Together plan supports initiatives to reduce 
barriers, strengthen inclusion and enhance community 
connections through ongoing collaboration between 
Council, local organisations, schools, service providers, 
community groups, volunteers and residents.” 
Residents can have their say on the draft Thriving 
Together 2026–2030 – a plan for a diverse, inclusive and 
resilient Gannawarra document up to 5pm Friday, 17 
April one of the following ways: 
By completing a Have Your Say form, available online 
at www.gsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay or from Council’s 
Customer Service Centres at Cohuna and Kerang. 
By emailing council@gsc.vic.gov.au, writing to PO Box 
287, Kerang VIC 3579, or by phoning Council on 5450 
9333. All feedback received will assist with the 
development of the final version of the Thriving Together 
document, which is to be presented to Council at a later 
date for approval. 

https://vic.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7665cf0878c9b16e361198cd6&id=51b18ab094&e=3c467b3133
mailto:council@gsc.vic.gov.au
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Murrabit Playgroup 
Lots of crafting, playing and learning at playgroup so far 

for 2026. The children love glue, paint and glitter, and of 

course lots of colour and creativity! We have made 

colourful dinosaurs and built some sturdy paper cottages! 

Jeanette comes along with the school library on the first 

Monday of each month and reads a storybook. For March 

the book was Ugly Fish by Kara LaReau and Scott 

Magoon.  

Ugly Fish is ugly and big and 

mean, and he won't share his 

driftwood tunnel or his special 

briny flakes with anyone.  

‘There is only room for one fish in 

this tank-ME!’ Ugly Fish 

exclaims. When little fish keep 

showing up in his tank, he eats 

them! He soon feels sad that he 

doesn’t have any friends and regrets eating all the little 

fish. Then one day, Shiny Fish arrives. He is much bigger 

and uglier and maybe even meaner and suddenly Ugly 

Fish isn't feeling so confident anymore! Shiny Fish has 

always wanted a fish tank to himself. He soon get’s his 

wish and Ugly Fish get’s gobbled up!  

Playgroup is a great way to meet others and for children 

to play and learn together in a safe environment.  

Gold coin donation includes a cuppa and morning tea. 

President of Murrabit Playgroup is Nathan Hocking and 

Secretary/Treasurer Olivia O’Donoghue 0474 707 772 

Email: murrabitplaygroup@gmail.com  

Change to Playgroup sessions for April 
Due to Easter Monday, upcoming playgroup sessions will 

instead be held on Monday, 13 April and Monday, 20 April, 

9:30am to 11:30am, Murrabit Family Hub (opposite Murrabit 

Trading). 
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Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates, 

Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage supplies, Fuel, Oils, 

Pet food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs, 

Irrigation & much, much more. 

Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  

Specialising in  

Irrigation layout,  

Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 

Ph. Andrew  

5457 2368 or  

0408 500 875 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 

5457 0304   

0419 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 

Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit  

0408 500 988  

Licence no:  

VIC - 12893    

NSW - 215064C 

Murrabit Business Directory 
Advertise your business on this page for $10 for a small 

ad or $15 for a larger ad (quarter page), $30 half page. 

Send details to murrabit1@bigpond.com 

0428 194 984                                                      

2.5t Excavator 

Ditch Witch Trencher 

Bobcat 

Tip Trailer 

Small tractor work - slashing, ground work 

Small square hay cutting & baling 

General farm/home maintenance & handyman 

work. Mustering & Fencing 

Your One Stop 

Shop 

 

 


